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GEX. FREMONT'S LETTER.
Gentlemen : la answer to a letter, which

I have had the honor to receive from yon, on

the part of the representatives of the people
assembled at Cleveland, the 31st of May, I
desirf to express ray thanks for th<e confidence
which led them to offer m . the honorable and
difficult position <>f their candidate in the ap-

nroacbinff nresidentia' election.
A. *¦' '

Very honorable, because in offering it to |

me, you act in the name of a great number of

citizens, who seek a-iove all things the good of
their country, and who have no sort of sdfhdi
interest in view. Very difficult, because in ac¬

cepting the candidacy you propose to me, I am

exposed to the reproach of creating a schism !
in Hie part) with which L have been identified, j

[lad Mr Lncolo remained faithful to the j
principles he was elected to defend, no schism j
could liave been created and no contest would j
h ' pov-ihle. This is not an ordinary j
election ; it is a contest for the risrht even to!
have candidates, and not merely, as usual,
for the choice among them. Now for the j
first time since 1776, the question of cons tit u- i
tional liberty has been brought directedly be¬
fore (he people for their serious consideration
and vote. The ordinaiy right secured under
the Constitution, and the laws of the country
have been violated and extraordinary powers
have been ursurped by the Executive. It.
is directly before the people now to say

whether or not the principles established by
the revolution are worth maintaining.

If, as we have been taught to believe, those
guarantees for liberty which made tne distinc¬
tive name and glory of our country, are in
truth inviolably sacred, then there must be a

protest against the arbitrary violation which
had not even the excuse of necessity. The
schism is made by those who force the choice
between a shameful silence or a protest against
wrong. In such considerations originated the
Cleveland Convention. It w»s among its ob
jects to arouse the aitention of the people to

8u<*h fact*, and to bring them to realize that,
whi . we are saturating southern s »il with the

best hlo* d of the country, in the name of lib
ertv, w have really part

' wi'h it at liome.
1 ?> cia\ we h »ve in the * ;ii?--ry the a. ;iises of

military dictation without it- unity of action
and vigor of execution. An administration
marked at home \y disregard of constitutional
rights, bv its violation of personal liberty and
the liberty of the press, and as a crowning
shame, by its abandonment' >f the riirht of
asylum, a right, especially dear to all free na¬

tions abroad, its course has been characterized
py a feebleness and want of principle which
has misled European powers and driven them
to a belief that only commercial inteiests and
personal aims are concerned, and that no great
Principles are involved in the issue. The ad¬
mirable conduct of the people, their readiness

make every sacrifice demanded of them,
fcfccir forbearance and silence under the sus-

i pension of everything that could be suspended
| their many acts of heroism and sacrifices, were

j all rendered fruitless by the incapacity, or, tc

speak more exactly, hy the personal ends foi
which the war was managed. This incapacity
and selfishness naturally produced such re-

suits as led the European powers, and logically
enough, to the conviction that the North,
with its great, superior population, its im¬
mense resources, and its credit, will

i never be able to coerce the South, ¦ Sym-
I pathies which should have been with us irom
! the outset of this war were turned against us,
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and in this way the administration has done
| the country a double wrony abroad. It created
i hostility, or at best indifference, among those

j ivbo would have been its friends if the real
intentions of the people could have been better
known, while at the same time it neglected no

occasion for making the most humiliating con¬

cessions.
Asrainst this disastrous condition of affairs

the Cleveland Convention was a protest,
The principles which form the basis of its

platform have my unqualified and cordial ap¬
probation, but I cannot so heartily concur in
all the measures which you propose. I do
not believe that confiscation, extended to the

| property of all rebels, is practicable, and if it
; were so, I do not think it a measure of sound
[ policy. It is, in fact, a questson belonging to

| the people themselves to decide, and is a

[ proper occasion for the exercise of their origi-
[ nal and sovereign authority. A.s a war meas-

(lire, in the beginning of a revolt, which might
be quelled by prompt severity, 1 understand
the policy of confiscation ; but not a.s a final
measure of reconstruction after the suppression
of an insurrection.
In the adjustments which are to follow peace,

no consideration of vengeance c.in consistently
be admitted.
The object of the war is to make permanent¬

ly secure the peace and happiness of the whole
country, and there was but a single element in
the way of its attainments. This element of
slavery may be considered practically destroyed
in the country, arid it needs only your proposed
amendment of the Constitution, to make its

j extinction complete.
i With this extinction of slavery the partj
| divisions created by it have also disappeared.
And if in the history of the country there
has ever been a time when the American
people, without regard to one or another of

| the political divisions, were called upon to give
j solemnly their voice in a matter which involved

J the safety of the United States, it is assuredly
i the present time.

If the convention at Baltimore will nomi¬
nate any-roan whose past life justifies a well-
grounded confidence in his fidelity to our car¬

dinal principle*, there is no reason why there
sh -aid be any division among the really pa
trioric men of Ihe country. To any such I
shall he oust happy to give a cordial and active
support.
My own decided preference is to aid in this

way, and not to r,e myself a candidate. But j
if Mr. Lincoln should be nominated, as I he- I
iieve, it would be fatal to the country to endorse j
a policy and renew a power, which has cost,

us the lives of thousands of men and needless- j
ly put the country on the road to bankrupts}7, i

there will remain no other alternative bnt to j
organize against him every element of eon- |
scientious opposition with the view to pre- j
vent the misfortune of his re-election.
In this contingency, I accept the nomination

at Cleveland, and as a preliminary step, I have i

resigned my commission in the army. This j
was a sacrifice it gave me pain to make, But !

1 had for a long time fruitlessly endeavored t«

j obtain service. I make the sacrifice' now on';
; to regain liberty of speech, and to leave norh
I ing in the way of discharging 10 ray u(*nos
i ability the task you have set tor me;

With my earnest and sincere thanks for youi
expression* of confidence and regard, and Kn
the many honorable terms in vvhich yon r,c-

quaint me with the actions of f.h :. tt/unnaifctr1^.
I am, gentlemen.

¦ Very respectediy n-vl t:\uy your*.
J. C. i<V.R>.tovr

New York 4. Jane, 1861.
. ... -.. .

In an article on the Expenses of the V. S.
Government." the N. T. Herald say*?^"Ow¬
ing to the largely Increased expenses of tho
government, officially announced by Mr, Chase
in his proposals fcr the new loan, it is estima
red that four millions a day w:!! hard!v he sur-

fieient to meet tlie accumulating requisitions
upon the Treasury, The causes of this great,
increase of expenditures ore apparent, The
total number of men nailed out for tho army
under the various proclamations up to (his
time is two millions one hundred and thiify-
rilne thousand. Added to this source of ex

pense is the navy, including five hundred and
eighty eight vessels and forty-four thousand
seamen. The loans and liabilities authorized
by acts of Congress, which are now nearly alt
exhausted, amount to two thousand seven

hundred and seventy tour million-, nine liun
dred and twelve thousand, eight hundred and
eighteen dollars, j hiring the years 1S02 and
ISO'} the expenses of the governnv'iv did nor

exceed two millions per day; ban they havo
now been ran up to four millions daily by tin*
increa.se of prices, ns well as of the army and
navy and interest on the public debt. "

The slaves in the counties of Davie,-?. I f. -n

derson and Union, in Kentucky. ore denei'tin
rhe plantations bv scores, and wendinq; thei

* .
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way to the Federal lines. The Louisvui
Journal says ;ithe blacks are entirely de in oral
ized and cannot be controlled by their masters.'
It adds:. "Squads of negro soldiers, undo
command of recruiting officer?, are seoiuim
the country tor the purpose of inducing slave,
to desert their owners and following them inf:

camp and enlist in the military service. Th-
able-bodied men are received into the sec vie-.
but. the feeble old men, the women and chit

dren, must necessarily become Vtarnp follow
ers/ idle, worthless vagabonds, spreading a

demoralizing influence throughout rhe camps.
Large crops have been planted, but they musr

go to waste,''
TheBaltimoro Republican Convention w.i .

yesterday organized by electing Ex-noverno;
Dennison of Ohio, president, with the u-nai
number of vice presidents and secretaries
After transacting some other bn?!nr?s34 t.h<-

convention ndjoiirned until ten n clonk iln<

morning. It was supposed rhe nomination-
tor President and Vice President, would k-
made to-day.

.Several dogs have recently been killed in
rhe street?, and '.muzzifV' are rjow the fashion.


